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A PLEA FOR DISCIPLINE
Gandhiji addressed after prayer the students of Calcutta.
He said that he had done teaching in, his own way from his
early youth and probably the very first meeting he addressed
after his return to India in 1915 was that of students. Since
then he had addressed numerous student-meetings throughout
!his many wanderings in India. He was not new to them nor
were they new to him. But of late years he had ceased to
address meetings as he used to do before. He was, therefore,
glad that he was able to address the students* Their Vice-Chan-
cellor was good enough to see him about the evening's proceed-
ings. He was nervous about the students' behaviour towards
Shaheed Saheb. He said that he would have only the prayer
and his usual after-prayer speech. It should not have been so.
Everywhere there appeared to be anarchy in the student world.
They did not tender obedience to their teachers and their Vice-
Chancellor. On the contrary, they expected obedience from
their teachers. It was a painful exhibition on the part of those
who were to be the future leaders of the nation. They gave an
exhibition of unruliness that evening. He was faced with pla-
cards in the foreign tongue depicting his comrade Shaheed
Saheb in unbecoming language. He suggested to them that
inasmuch as they had insulted Shaheed Saheb, they had in-
sulted the speaker. Shaheed Saheb could not be insulted by
the language used against him. But the speaker could not take
up that attitude. The students should be, < above all, humble^
and correct. They had an object lesson in their Vice-Chancellor. *
The Chief Minister, Shaheed Saheb and he sat on the platform
provided for them but the Vice-Chancellor sat among the rest of
the visitors. His humility reminded him of Krishna who, when
Raja Yudhishthira performed his yajna, chose the menial work
of washing the feet of the guests. Thereby he showed his innate
nobility. The greatest to remain great had to be the lowliest
by choice. If he could speak from his knowledge of Hindu be-
lief, the life of a student was to correspond to the life of a
sannyasi up to the time his studies ended* He was to be under
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